Intracranial olfactory neuroblastoma mimicking carcinoma: report of two cases.
Two cases of olfactory neuroblastoma which presented clinically as intracranial lesions are described. Prominent features of epithelial differentiation were present, which led to initial diagnoses of poorly differentiated carcinoma. The true nature of the lesions was only established subsequently by careful histological examination, immunohistochemistry and electron microscopy. The potential towards epithelial differentiation in such tumours was emphasized and certain new histological features were described, including a biphasic epithelial and stromal pattern, papillae formation and positive staining for cytokeratin. These two cases underline the importance of exhaustive examination of poorly differentiated epithelial-like lesions of the frontal lobes by conventional histology, immunohistochemistry and electron microscopy.